Background

In the past, I have heard stories told by relatives and friends about other relatives and friends of the previous generations.  These stories have always intrigued me and I have wanted to document it for future generations.  However, I was not motivated to start writing until our family attended Angela Lee and Jason Wong’s wedding in San Francisco on June 24, 2006.  At the wedding banquet our sons, Alpha and Omega, sat at the children’s table with Chris Chin and Peter (?).  In the middle of the banquet, I had to move to their table to make room for Jason’s grandmother, who had moved from the dais to our table for about an hour.  While sitting at the children’s table, I found out that they had no idea how we were all related to each other, and I proceeded to tell them some of the stories of our families’ history.  Since they found the stories to be interesting and informative, I thought that I should start putting them in written form before they are forgotten.

Vignette #1

The picture below provides an indication that these three families have been close friends for many years.  This picture was probably taken around 1954 in front of our house in the suburb of Taipei.  When we visited Taiwan in 2001 to celebrate Aline’s father’s 80th birthday, we went to the neighborhood and found that the house was still there.  We took a picture in front of this house to commemorate the occasion.
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The English names (along with Chinese nicknames, if different) of the children in the picture (from left to right) are as follows:

Baline

Annie

Peter (Be Be)

Ke Ke

Grace (Ah B)

David (Fei Fei)

Aline (Mong Dan)

Baline, Annie and Grace (Kenny, the youngest brother, was not in the picture because he was not born yet) are the children in the Ma family.  Ke Ke and Mong Dan are brother and sister, while Peter and David are brothers.  The groom, Jason Wong is Baline’s son, while Peter (?) is Annie’s son and Chris Chin is Grace’s son.  Grace’s daughter, May Bartus, was also present at the wedding banquet, sitting at our table.  Annie’s other son, Billy, was not present at the wedding banquet.  Jason and Chris’ families visited us in New Jersey in 1992.  The following group picture was taken during a visit to Thomas Edison’s Laboratory.  
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The people in the picture from left to right were: David, Aline, Alpha (peeking from behind Aline), Grace, Jason, Danny (kneeling), Baline, Chris, and Omega (sitting on Chris’ shoulder).  During their visit, Chris found out that Alpha and Omega had a very deprived childhood since we did not own a video game.  Chris took pity on them and persuaded his parents to give a Nintendo video game to Alpha and Omega.  This was how Alpha and Omega’s addiction to video games got started (that was Grace and Danny relaxing in the background):
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Although we use the familial terms like uncles and cousins when we address each other, there are no blood relationships among the three families in the picture.  The three families were close friends, and all three families immigrated from Fukien province in China to Taiwan after the Communists victory over the Nationalists. 

More than 50 years after the group picture in front of our house in Taiwan was taken, a similar group picture was taken at the wedding banquet.    
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From left to right, the group consists of Grace, MaMa Ma, Annie, May, Baline and Aline. 

